Basement membrane reactivity of antisera to type IV collagen and sera from patients with bullous pemphigoid and epidermolysis bullosa acquisita.
The basement membrane antigenic specificities of antibodies to Type IV collagen were compared to naturally occurring antibodies in sera from patients with bullous pemphigoid and epidermolysis bullosa acquisita (EBA) by indirect immunofluorescence, mixed immunofluorescence and immunoabsorption. Results suggested that the three sera reacted with three different basement membrane antigens. In addition, absorption with Types I, II, III, or IV collagen failed to reduce the basement membrane reactivities of bullous pemphigoid or EBA sera. The antibodies to the basement membrane components should be useful in studying skin and mucous membrane diseases including periodontal diseases.